Introduction
Religious leadership in the Church of England, like most state churches during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, was clearly defined by its hierarchy of clergy, archdeacons, and bishops, with the Archbishops of Canterbury at the apex. In reality the crown and its ministers exercised considerable authority, not least in making appointments. For English religious dissent the question is altogether more ambiguous, yet there were leaders, not only of individual denominations but of dissent as a whole, recognised both by those within dissent and by the authorities wishing to negotiate with them. This essay is concerned with Daniel Williams, the founder of the celebrated library and trust named after him. Williams is largely remembered today because of the library, but at the time of his death in January 1715/16 he was the leading Presbyterian minister in London and therefore the acknowledged leader of religious dissent: recognised as such both nationally and internationally in Scotland and America.
Early Life
Despite Williams's wealth and importance by the time of his death few personal details about him are known. Even those who knew him well in later life, such as his second wife and his close colleague, John Evans, could add little.1 
